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Colleagues,
I write you today from the heart. I've been reading a lot of articles about how hard this semester's
transition has been for both faculty and students. I've seen it first hand in Zoom meetings from your
homes and in Zoom student presentations from basements and kitchen tables, often with life happening
in the background. Without the public face of our offices we are more vulnerable, less able to hide the
reality of our lives. I can't imagine how you are finding time to care for your own families in addition to
your students. This physical separation has been so hard for all of you. And heaven only knows how you
are finding time to care for yourself.
And yet, in the midst of all the chaos, with so little time to spare, those of you that I've met with have been
patient and kind, often taking the extra few minutes to check in with a fellow isolated human being. Thank
you for that.
I have the deepest admiration for the selfless hours you have invested in sharing your passion for your
discipline with your students and the grace you have extended to them. Your resilience and persistence in
the face of monumental changes in your processes have inspired me to keep going even when I thought I
had nothing left to give. Thank you for that.
I thank you for your patience, your willingness to try new ways of doing things, and your spirit of
collaboration. Your adaptability in the midst of this crisis has enabled me to think about problems in new
ways and find look for different answers when things weren't working. I am honored to have the
opportunity to work with such gifted professionals. Your dedication pushes me to grow and to do better
tomorrow.
May the God who strengthens all of us bless you with a period of refreshment and renewal as you finalize
this semester and prepare for the future.
Peace,
Cindi

